Hello from New Mexico!
I am looking forward to meeting you at the Winter Workshop Ring Design Class and I am writing to give you a list of tools and materials you might want to bring.  When I teach I do not like students to buy a lot of things especially for the class and therefore I do not send out a list of specific tools and materials that you must buy.  I would like you to bring a selection of silver sheet and different shapes and gauges of wire, tubing, and tools you already own.  I will bring some of Greg King’s stones with me and make sure that Tevel has some silver in stock to sell as well as tools from Allcraft.   If you already own stones that may work as part of a ring design please bring them.
Pack a tool box with hand tools including a saw frame, saw blades, a bench pin, Fiskers sheet metal shears, wire cutters, emery paper, emery boards, flat, round nose, and chain nose pliers, nylon jawed pliers [if you have them] burnishers, stone setting pushers, small surface plate, a large ring file and needle files, tube cutting and mitering jig, raw hide mallet, planishing hammer hard, medium and easy wire solder etc.  If you have ring or bezel mandrels please bring them but don’t worry if you do not own any because we will be able to share and I will bring a lot of supplies and tools for demonstration and your use……  I use heavier 26 gauge fine silver bezel that I purchase from Santa Fe Jewelry Supply.  I will bring some that I plan to sell by the foot or if you want to order directly you can call them and have your own to use……They sell smaller quantities than other suppliers but they do have a minimum order. The Santa Fe Jewelry Supply phone number is:  1-800-659-3835.  They carry 2 sizes : 1/8 & 3/16……. I use the 3/16 the most often….. Wider bezel can be purchased from Rio Grande in Albuquerque.  Remember to get 26 gauge and fine silver not sterling silver.  F.S. is so much easier to use.
One ring I demonstrate uses scrap silver and fusing so if you have interesting shaped scraps please bring them.
I encourage students to make models and I use copper sheet for this purpose.  If you have any 24g copper sheet please bring it…..
I want you to enjoy the class, learn a lot and make some lovely rings!  You will be trying new things and making rings that involve use of different gauges of metal especially for cut out rings.  Heavier gauge like 16 and 18 gauge silver is needed for that purpose. It is best to have some 24, 22, 20, 18 and 16.  Be sure to look at books and magazines for inspiration and bring photos of things you like.  I will have a lot of photos and examples to inspire you.  It would be fun to show jewelry that you have already made to students in the class so if it possible please include some of your own jewelry or images when you pack.
In recent classes we have also made bling rings using CZs and tube settings…… I will have some CZs for purchase if you may want to design one ring with bling.  If you want to work with something special it is best to think ahead and bring it.  I specialize in setting cabs and irregular shaped agates and jaspers.  In longer smaller workshops in Taos I could help you set faceted stones in more complex settings but because or time restraint it will not be possible to set larger very irregular shaped faceted stones.  Small size round faceted stones will be fine to set in simple ways in bezels or tube settings……  It is best to practice on less valuable stones in silver and then move on to more valuable stones later.
The objective is to be adventurous, have fun and explore new ideas!!!! I will look forward to meeting you in January!  Marilynn
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