Mary Lee Hu:   Working with Wire
   WW 2012

Student Supply List
 

This five day workshop will give participants a look at a number of the many ways one can use round wire in processes borrowed from the fields of basketry and fibers - twisting, wrapping, looping, knitting and complex braiding to make textured line, and knitting, soumak, weaving and twining to create flat shape or hollow form.  Participants will have the opportunity to make samples of the processes demonstrated, seeing which ones they like and that they can see fitting well with their own work and working methods, and then will be asked to develop one or more of these into a finished project.

Suggested tools and supplies for participants:

 

Wire cutters

Pliers

    chain nosed

    half round and flat forming

    round and flat forming

    others you may have

Hand drill (if you have or we can share)

Cup hook to put into the end of the drill

Small clamp on bench vise (if you have)

Selection of diameters of smaller 6" or so dowel rods - wood or steel

Steel crochet hook (Boye brand #0 or close in size)

Awl - anything sharply pointed and strong - I use the needle points of a set of dividers.

Optivisors or extremely good eyesight.  A 10X jeweler's loupe is also handy.

Dark color Sharpie Marker

Masking tape

Ruler

Pen, pencil and notebook

Medium long finger nails

Round wire – specifics below

Other personal hand tools as you wish - like files, draw plates  

Any interesting things made from wire that you have.

Interesting books on wire work or related subjects for our reference library (see list below)

 

For the wire:

 

Some 18 or 20 gauge stiff wire (copper, brass or sterling silver). 14 gauge or heavier might be useful if you already have some.

Finer and softer wire in 26 or 28, maybe to 30 gauge (annealed copper, magnet wire or fine silver) Anything less than 30 gauge is more difficult to work with and .  

the in between gauges of 22 and 24 are not as useful.

 

All samples can be made in copper.  If a participant wishes to work in silver, then 20 gauge sterling and 26 or 28 gauge fine silver are best.

 

The amount each will need is hard to judge, maybe half a pound or so of the heavier and an ounce or two of the lighter for samples.  I would suggest copper is used for samples so people feel free to explore without worrying about using precious material.  Then they can switch to silver if they wish for making small pieces with the process once they have become familiar with it.

I like to have a reference library available and cannot fly with them all so would like to know which of the following participants can bring so as to lighten my load.

   Maryon - Metalwork and Enameling.

   Fisch - Textile Techniques in Metal

   Paque - A Creative and Conceptual Analysis of Textiles

   Snow - Step by Step Tablet Weaving

   Harvey - The Technique of Basketry

   Slesin - Everyday Things, Wire

   Martin - Kumihimo - Japanese Silk Braiding Techniques

   Coker - The Craft of Straw Decoration.

